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Athens Democracy Forum 2019 
Draft Agenda 

 

Wednesday, October 9, 2019 
 

6:00 p.m.    Global Conversation: Reinventing Democracy   

Democracy has a duty to learn from its past mistakes; to mature it must adapt and change. 
But do we have the capacity to do this?  

8:00 p.m.     Welcome Cocktail at the Acropolis Museum 

 

Thursday, October 10, 2019 
 

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Welcome and Keynote  

10:00 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. Panel Discussion: We and Them  

Far from diminishing, ethnic, national and religious tribalism is on the rise, feeding intolerance, 
exclusion, populism and conflict. Why are the ideals of multiculturalism and inclusion so 
elusive, and so often held in disdain?  

10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Panel Discussion: Back to Basics  

Disenchantment with liberal democracy has generated an existential danger. But while the 
problem has been the principal focus of attention, few tangible solutions have emerged. What 
can we do to reverse the alienation of voters from their elected leaders and institutions? 

 

11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Networking Break 
 

12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m. Presentation and Fireside Chat  

12:35 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. Panel Discussion: Echo Chamber and the Agora  

The dangers of social media have become obvious in spreading hatred, lies, delusions and 
invasion of privacy. But it has also become an integral and beneficial part of our lives. How do 
we manage this dilemma? 
 

1:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Sustainable Development Goals Speech  

1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Bespoke Symposiums  

3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Panel of the Powerful  

America's founding fathers declared that the new republic would consist of "the total 
exclusion of the people, in their collective capacity, from any share" in the government. What 
does that mean to you today?  
 

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. The Aristotle Address  
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8:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Dinner Hosted by the Mayor of Athens 

9:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. The City of Athens Democracy Award and Concert  

 

Friday, October 11, 2019 
 

9:30 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.   Talk With The Times 

In this interactive session, senior New York Times journalists assess the findings and proposed 
solutions from this year’s conference and answer questions from the audience. 

10:20 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Keynote Conversation  

10:50 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Panel Discussion: The Cost of Inequality  

“We may have democracy, or we may have wealth concentrated in the hands of a few, but we 
can't have both," said Louis Brandeis, a member of the U.S. Supreme court, over a century ago. 
Was he right? Can economic inequality be tempered without discouraging innovation and 
entrepreneurship?  

 

11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Networking Break 
 

12:00 p.m. – 12:40 p.m. Student Panel/Debate 

12:40 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  One-on-One Debate  

1:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.  Closing Keynote  

1:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Summary and Closing Remarks 
 

1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Global Goals Luncheon and Workshops 

Deep-dive discussions into the global goals agreed by world leaders in 2015 for a better world 
by 2030. We will focus on four of the 17 global goals, notably reduced inequalities, climate 
action, quality education, and sustainable cities and communities. 

 

Saturday and Sunday, October 12 – 13, 2019 

Democracy & Spirituality Weekend at Costa Navarino  

Confucius said: “To put the world in order, we must first put the nation in order; to put the nation in 
order, we must first put the family in order; to put the family in order; we must first cultivate our 
personal life; we must first set our hearts right.” 

 
Agenda is subject to change 


